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AA formalformal relationshiprelationship betweenbetween

oneone oror moremore certifiedcertified registeredregistered

nursenurse practitionerspractitioners andand certifiedcertified

nursenurse midwivesmidwives andand aa physicianphysician

oror physiciansphysicians underunder whichwhich thesethese

nursesnurses maymay engageengage inin advancedadvanced

practicepractice nursingnursing......

Physician Collaboration
Ala. Code § 34-21-81(5)
Physician Collaboration
Ala. Code § 34-21-81(5)

The term collaboration does not

require direct, on-site supervision of

the activities of a certified registered

nurse practitioner or a certified nurse

midwife by the collaborating

physician
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Physician Collaboration
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The term does require such

professional oversight and direction

as may be required by the rules and

regulations of the State Board of

Medical Examiners and the Board of

Nursing
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Medical record documentation

chronicles pertinent facts, findings,

and observations about an individual’s

Medical record documentation

chronicles pertinent facts, findings,

and observations about an individual’s

health history, including past and

present illnesses, examinations, tests,

treatments and outcomes
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What is Malpractice?What is Malpractice?
Malpractice is the failure of a
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professional to exercise that degree of
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the average prudent, reputable
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Negligence includes failure to follow

up, failure to refer when necessary,
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information to a patient, and failure to

give necessary care
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• The Nurse Practitioner owed the 

plaintiff a duty

• The Nurse Practitioner’s conduct fell 
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plaintiff a duty

• The Nurse Practitioner’s conduct fell 

below the standard of care
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caused the plaintiff’s injury

• The plaintiff was injured

below the standard of care

• The Nurse Practitioner’s conduct 

caused the plaintiff’s injury

• The plaintiff was injured



11/15/2017

3

Dissecting A Medical 
M l ti C

Dissecting A Medical 
M l ti CMalpractice CaseMalpractice Case

Case StudiesCase Studies
Example 1

Missed Diagnosis

Example 1

Missed Diagnosis

Case StudiesCase Studies
Example 2

Failure To Refer

Example 2

Failure To Refer
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Example 4

Failure To Perform Routine Screening

Reduce You Risk of Being 
Involved in a Medical 

Malpractice Case

Reduce You Risk of Being 
Involved in a Medical 

Malpractice Case

Appropriate documentation and what

opposing counsel is looking for in the

d

Appropriate documentation and what

opposing counsel is looking for in the

drecordsrecords
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• The majority (61.4%) of NPs see 3 or 

more patients per hour

• Nurse Practitioners have been in 

• The majority (61.4%) of NPs see 3 or 

more patients per hour

• Nurse Practitioners have been in 

practice an average of 11 years

• The average age of NPs is 49 years
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